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According to anti-corruption czar Francisco Barrio, the cost of corruption by
government officials and by everyday Mexicans surpassed the amount
budgeted for education by more than three percentage points -- some 9.5
percent of Mexico's GDP of $550 billion. Recent studies by the World
Economic Forum, an international organization that works to improve
worldwide economic conditions, found that the business environment such
as rule of law, transparency and corruption were disincentives for foreign
investment in Mexico. Corruption, which is often described as a tax, adds to
the cost of doing business. The Opacity Index, a study conducted by
Pricewaterhouse Coopers, found that Mexico lost $8.5 billion in foreign direct
investments in 1999 due to corruption and other suspect legal or economic
practices.
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