CO 200
IMPORTANT TERMS/NAMES/CONCEPTS
(Global Sociology, ch. 2)

	


Which of the sociological perspectives is best, according to the authors of our text, for understanding Mexican society?

Periods of Mexican History:

 Pre-Columbian (c. 300 B.C. – 1519 A.D.)

 Mayan Civilization 
 (1500 BC – 300 A.D.)
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 Aztec Civilization
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 three reasons for the decline of Aztec society:

 psychological

 political/military

 biological (influenza and smallpox)
· Colonial Period (1519 – 1810)

· differences between Spain’s colonial empire and that of the English during the same period, particularly with respect to:

· economics

· mining

· hacienda system
· settlement
· racial hierarchy
· whites
· European-born (peninsulares)
· creoles (criollos) – European New World born
· mixed
· mestizos or casta
· mulattos
· Indians
· Blacks 
· political rule
· how can we best describe the nature of Spanish rule, and what effect did it have on Mexico’s future development?
· religion

· Modern Period (1810 – present)
·  Independence from Spain (1810) and internal political upheaval
· Start of the War for Texan Independence (1824) and the Mexican War (1846-1847)

· Loss of territory that later became the states of Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, and parts of Utah and Wyoming
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· Cinco De Mayo (5th of May) – Commemorating the Mexican victory over the French at the Battle of Puebla (1862) – this is NOT Mexico’s Independence Day!

· Today, more a popular Chicano holiday than a Mexican holiday

· Mexican Revolution (1910)

· Emiliano Zapata
 and Pancho Villa
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· changes during the 1930s
· land redistribution (especially to the ejidos)
· nationalization of key industries (especially oil)
· beginnings of the PRI (Partido Revolucionario Institucional)
· [image: image9.png]


Until 2000, Mexico was – technically, a democracy – but not a multiparty state

· 1990s – entrance into NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreement)

· Weakening and fall of the PRI (1990s – 2000) – victory for President Vicente Fox and the PAN (Partido Acción Nacional) National Action Party
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                   PROJECTED POPULATION OF MEXICO IN 2015 = 120 MILLION

Important demographic facts:

 almost 22% of all Mexicans live in Mexico City

 population has tripled over the last 50 years

 approximately 10% of Mexico’s population live in the US

 percentage of people living in urban settings has markedly increased over the last 50 years
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Mexican values

· Religion
· The role of Catholicism in supporting and challenging the status quo
· Our Lady of Guadalupe (1531)
· El Día de Los Muertos (the Day of the Dead)
· Patron Saints
· Saint Augustine’s City of God as a way of understanding Mexican culture
· The Family
· extended (kinship is strongly patrilineal)

· only 1% (1990) of Mexicans live alone

· 71% of Mexicans live in households of 5 or more

· 27% of Mexicans live in households of 8 or more
· hierarchical

· old vs. young

· Patriarchal
· machismo and marianismo
· differentiated role ideals based on sex – how is this changing?
· Less children being born to the average Mexican woman
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HOWEVER, MEXCIO’S POPULATION IS STILL GROWING AT THE RATE OF 1.7% ANNUALLY

· work in the maquiladoras
· Who constitutes the majority of workers in the maquiladoras (foreign assembly plants)?
· Networks
· biological
· non-biological
· godparenthood (“sponsorship”): male compadres and female commadres
· patronage (patron/client)
· personal level

· political level

· PRI’s patronage politics

· advantages

· sponsored mobility

· loyalty

· disadvantages

· cooptation/repression of dissenting views, marginalization for those who will not “play ball” (my expression)
· undemocratic

· corruption

· Crisis of legitimacy in Mexico’s government
· What is Max Weber’s distinction between power and authority?

· Zapatista National Liberation Army

· crimes and drugs and cynicism
MEXICAN INEQUALITY (differences with respect to power, prestige, and wealth)
· Gender

· Racial

· the changed meaning of mestizo
· Official recognition of mestizo past, but skin color is strongly associated with status and wealth 
· high percentage of upper class emphasize the purity of their European ancestry

· Indians are the largest minority group (about 8% of the population), and relatively poorer than their fellow Mexicans (about 80% of the indigenous population live below Mexico’s poverty line)

· Class
· class distribution lower/middle/upper =  83%/17%/<1%
· about 25% of the Mexican people work in the informal sector of the economy
· MEXICAN ECONOMY

· Protectionist policies began to hurt Mexico in the 1980s, as did the drop in oil prices
· What was the point of protectionism? What were its results (good and bad)?

· Entrance into a more global economy

· NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreement)
· What are the benefits? What are the drawbacks?
· What is the impact of free trade on small farmers?

· Privatization of agriculture
· “food gap” – loss of self-sufficiency

· sale of the ejidos
· agricultural modernization
· increasing use of chemicals for fertilization and pest control
· Close economic ties with the US
· 87% of Mexico’s exports go to the US
· 75% of Mexico’s imports come from the US

· Migration

· approximately 10% of Mexico’s population live in the US

· Pollution
· Mexico City (1999) experienced 320 days (87%) out of the year on which the ozone levels were unacceptable (according to the World Health Organization).

· Maquiladoras concentrate working populations with little or no regard for environmental impact

� EMBED Excel.Chart.8 \s ���





� EMBED Excel.Chart.8 \s ���








� map source: http://www.students.dsu.edu/rummelf/maps_of_the_region.htm


� Map source: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/united_states/us_terr_1830.jpg


� Source for photo: http://perso.club-internet.fr/gjoachim/historiq.htm
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