CO 200

IMPORTANT TERMS/NAMES/CONCEPTS
(Global Sociology, ch. 3)

	


	Kalahari Desert 
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The ¡Kung speak what linguists/anthropologists refer to as a “click” language.

[for more information on the Khoisan languages – including  the “click” languages, see this site from the Johann Wolfgang Goethe-Universität at Frankfurt am Main: http://www.rz.uni-frankfurt.de/~vajkonny/khoisan.html]

“Bushmen” was originally a pejorative (from Latin pejor “worst”) term used by the Boers (from Dutch boor “farmer”)

Dutch (1650) Boers, German, and English presence in South Africa

The ¡Kung refer to themselves as Ju /wasi “the real people” or zhu twa si “the harmless people”

non-¡Kung are referred to zosi “animals without hooves” [question: what kind of animals, in the Kalahari Desert region, do not have hooves?]

What does this tell you about how the ¡Kung perceive their contacts with non-¡Kung?
apartheid – forced segregation of races

What do we mean by “primitive?” [from the Latin primitus “firstly”, “originally”]


Is a primitive society a “simple” society?


Is there anything “simple” about the ¡Kung’s social structure?

 Family

 Band

 Kinship

 Joking and Avoidance Relationships (principle of alternating generations)

 Fictive (Imaginary) Kinship

demography (Greek demos “people” + graphein “to write”) concerns itself with the size, density, growth, and migration of human populations

	Population size as related to birth rate/death rate



	low birth rate
	+
	high death rate
	=
	overall population dwindles

	high birth rate
	+
	high death rate
	=
	overall population stays roughly the same in size

	low birth rate
	+
	low death rate
	=
	overall population stays roughly the same in size

	high birth rate
	+
	low death rate
	=
	overall population grows


The ¡Kung would fall into which one of the above categories?


Is this advantageous or disadvantageous to ¡Kung society? Why or why not?

population density

How did demographic growth alter Zulu society (that is, another society in Southern Africa)?

What accounted for the rise in Zulu population?

menarche [from the Greek mēn  “month” + archē  “beginning”]

relationship between nursing and ovulation

infanticide

Have European cultures ever practiced infanticide?

trance dancing/healing – what, according to the text, are the manifest and latent functions of trance dancing/healing (according to our text)

4 basic types of societies

I.   hunting and gathering

A.  nomadic (from the Greek nemein “to distribute”)

1.  if nomads do not “wander aimlessly,” what is the purpose of the movement?

2.  why are certain water holes (territory) linked to certain bands?

3.  What cycle(s) could this movement follow?

What percentage of ¡Kung food is provided by gathering?
What role does sex (or gender) play in the ¡Kung’s hunting and gathering?
First Buck ceremony
II.   horticultural (hortus “garden” + cultus “to cultivate, till”) or agricultural

 Wheat 
 Barley 

 Millet 

 Rice 

 Maize (Corn) 

 Potato 
A.  Neolithic Revolution (neo “new” + lithos “stone”) – about 8,000 B.C.

1.  What were some of the major advances made during the “Neolithic Revolution” 

B.  the relationship between agricultural societies and “civilization” (from civis “citizen” – someone who lives in a city)

C.  could be either sedentary or semi-nomadic (but mostly sedentary)

1.  “slash and burn” agriculture

D.  what impact would a sedentary lifestyle have on the acquisition of goods?

III.   pastoral

A.  could be either nomadic or sedentary

1.  transhumance (from trans “across” + humus “earth,” “ground”)

IV.   industrial

A.  sedentary (always) – why?

sustainability


What effect does population growth have on sustainability?

division of labor – not strictly on the basis of sex, but mostly so

families (nuclear and extended)


What are the advantages and disadvantages of each type of family?

Extension of families temporally (in time) as well as spatially (in space)

polygamy – more than one wife or husband

 polygyny – more than one wife

 polyandry – more than one husband

Which of the above marriage forms exists in ¡Kung society? How prevalent is it? Why?
unilateral and bilateral kinship


Which form of kinship is prevalent in ¡Kung society?
status inequality based on personal (not social) standing

� http://www.libralion.com/kalahari.gif





2 of 4
filename: KUNG CO 200  A (ITNC -- GS ch. 3).doc

