CO 200

IMPORTANT TERMS/NAMES/CONCEPTS
(Global Sociology, ch. 1)

	


Keep asking yourself: Why do the authors of the text keep referring to Japan as a “conforming culture?”

From a racial perspective, are the Japanese a unique people?

 Does this affect their sense of “peoplehood” or their perception of themselves as a unique people?

Key moments in the Japanese past:

 7th – 10th centuries AD: period of cultural borrowings from China

Introduction of political, cultural, and religious (Buddhism) changes

 Early 17th century isolationism (1635-1853)

 1868 – “First Opening”

o end of isolationism

o official end of the caste system

 aristocracy

 samurai

 commoners

 outcastes (burakumin)

The influence of caste on social mobility

Inequality of caste replaced by inequality of class
o What do Japanese people mean by the slogan: “Japanese spirit and western knowledge”? 

 1945 – End of the Second World War and beginning of the postwar period – “Second Opening”

o Introduction of western-type democratic reforms (including western reforms regarding women)

o Migration from “fields to factories” (my words) – the movement from the rural to urban areas (primarily for opportunity and work)

o  The difference between primary (such as the village community) and secondary groups

o  What does our text argue is so significant regarding this fundamental transition within Japanese society regarding primary and secondary groups?

 Contemporary period – a “Third Opening?”

cultural integration (the synchronization – or near synchronization – of norms, values, and beliefs)

How culturally integrated is Japan? What facilitates this integration? If there is a degree of diversity, to what is it attributable?

Japanese values – not necessarily linked to one’s religious beliefs

 Harmony – facilitated by

o Group decision-making process

 What are the advantages and disadvantages of this method of obtaining consent?

 Fitting in (putting the group first) – the true context for individual development

o Is this different, for example, from American individualism?

 Do Americans see little or great conflict between the group and the individual? If we see little conflict, are we fooling ourselves?

o The role of “reserve” and “empathy” in primary groups

o For those of the Buddhist and Shinto faiths, the family (group) is the basic unit of participation

 Perseverance and dedication

 Duty (putting the larger social unit first)

o emphasis on the public rather than private

 School groups:

 classroom In terms of socialization (not education), what way do Japanese schools prepare students for adult life in Japanese society?

o workgroup – collective responsibility and achievement

o in-groups and out-groups

 Does in-group cohesion necessarily generate hostility towards outsiders?

 Work – collective responsibility and achievement (cohort, rather than individual, promotion)

Norms: particularistic (specific to a particular situation) and universalistic (general) – Japanese people have more of which type?

 What do Japanese people think about the Western emphasis on consistent behavior?

 Emphasis on the appropriateness, or inappropriateness, of behavior – behavior is heavily contextualized (and feelings compartmentalized)

 How would a Westerner define “phony?”

 An American may ask: “How are you really?” – how would a Japanese person answer this question?

 Situations requiring the formal public face/feelings (omote) and the informal private face/feelings (ura)


The danger: these two faces “switching places” 

deviance – a departure from the norms (from the Latin de “away from” + viare “to go”)

Is there much deviance in Japanese society?

Does the book make a strong case for stating that, in Japanese society, different is deviant?

What reasons do the authors of our textbook offer as explanations for Japan’s lack of deviance?

 deviant behavior contextualized

 deviance is only deviance within certain contexts

 socialization process involves positive and negative sanctions (including exclusion and ridicule as examples of the latter type)

o obtaining entrance into a good high school and, afterwards, a good job

 surveillance by others

What, for many Japanese people (especially men), is particularly deviant about sexual harassment?

Why, in Japanese society, are handicapped people, or those suffering from the AIDS virus, seen as deviant?
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Varieties of Religious experiences among the Japanese:

 Shintoism – the “nature religion” from Japan’s past

 Buddhism – an importation from India via China

 Confucianism – an importation from China

 Christianity

 New Religions

A Japanese individual’s mixture of different religions would be, for most Westerners, disturbing or odd.

Max Weber’s analysis of the aspects of inequality:

o Class – distribution: 30%/60%/10%, yet about 90% consider themselves “middle class”

• How do the Japanese people feel about distinctions based on class?

• How do they attempt to minimize class differences?

• Is this reflected in the Japanese (primary) educational system?

• the relationship between education and social mobility

• How is this being threatened within Japanese society?

• What is a meritocracy (and is Japan a meritocracy)?

• What would be advantageous about a meritocracy? What would be disadvantageous?

o Status (prestige, or lack of prestige)

• Age

• Type of job performed and place of employment

• Sex/gender – women

• What is the status of Japanese women today?

• What clues can a woman’s “body language” provide regarding her expected role?

	YEAR 1998
	
	YEAR 2000
	
	YEAR 2000
	
	YEAR 2000

	Percentage of Japanese

Females enrolled in Primary School

	
	Percentage of Adult Japanese Women (age 15+) in the Labor Force

	
	Ratio of estimated female to male earned income

	
	Female legislators, senior officials and managers (as % of total)


	100%
	
	50.8%
	
	44%
	
	9%


• minority groups

o Ainu

o Koreans

o Immigrants (of Japanese ancestry)

o Outcastes (Burakumin)

o Power

 “Iron Triangle” – government bureaucrats/legislator/business leaders
Demographic changes in Modern Japan (1990s)

 low birthrate – total fertility rate (per woman) during 1995-2000 = 1.4 BUT 2.1 needed!

TOTAL POPULATION (2000) = 127.1 million, PROJECTED TOTAL POPULATION (2015) = 127.5 million

• Our textbook argues that this is caused by…

• Who are the “parasite singles?”

• What effect will this change in demography have on the future of Japan?

• Number of older people growing while number of younger people declining – its effect on the pension system

• Two possible solutions to this growing economic crisis – both not palatable

• Immigration

• Women in the workforce

 continued migration from rural to urban areas

Current Problems within Japanese society

 Unemployment

 Breakdown of the “unspoken agreement” between the Japanese people and its rulers

 Rising Deviance

� Picture source:  http://www.payer.de/kommkulturen/kultur081.htm


� http://hdr.undp.org/reports/global/2002/en/indicator/indicator.cfm?File=indic_492_1_1.html





� http://hdr.undp.org/reports/global/2002/en/indicator/indicator.cfm?File=indic_498_1_1.html
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