CO 200

IMPORTANT TERMS/NAMES/CONCEPTS
(Global Sociology, ch. 5)
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GERMAN STATES IN 1800

Germany “by-passed” (similar to Italy) in the period that saw the rise of nation-states (unification) throughout Western Europe in the early modern period (1400-1600s)
The difference between German “culture” and a German “nation”

Key moments in Germany’s past:

· unification in 1871 (MONARCHY) – Germany becomes a nation

· beginning of the Welfare State
· national health insurance[image: image4.png]-3




· accident insurance

· old-age/disability insurance

· unemployment insurance

· 1918 Weimar Republic (DEMOCRACY)

· WWI (1914-1918)

· “stab in the back”

· demilitarization, loss of land, and reparations

· “Great Depression”

· Little commitment to defend democratic rights and responsibilities

· 1933-1945 (Third Reich) (NAZISM, TOTALITARIAN) – reasons for the turning away from democracy

· The difference between totalitarianism and authoritarianism

· Was Hitler a “madman? Was he German “nationalist”? What was he?

· The Aryan Race – world divided between supermen and those who were less than human

· Küche, Kirche, Kinder (kitchen, church, children) – what challenged this idea?

· Gestapo (Geheime Staatspolizei) – Secret State Police
· “Zero Hour”

· “de-Nazification”

· East and West Germany: 1945-1989 (COMMUNISM, TOTALITARIAN – for the EAST and DEMOCRACY – for the WEST)
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Occupied Germany (1947)

· EAST GERMANY (GDR – GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC)
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Two Germanies (from 1947-1989)

· Economy (Socialism)

· planned economy (production determined by planning rather than by market forces)

· planning done “top down” rather than “bottom up” – “workers’ control” a cherished myth rather than a reality

· little consumerism – the production of basic goods favored over the production of luxury items

· centralization

· economic (planned economy)

· political (“democratic centralism”) – one party state

· no/very little private ownership of farms or factories – collectivization

· collectivism (emphasis on the group) rather than on the individual

· Police State (Stasi  = Ministerium für Staatssicherheit), and censorship

· Welfare State
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	Karl Marx (1818-1883)




· WEST GERMANY (FRG – FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY)

· Economy (Capitalism) – but not laissez-faire
 capitalism – aspects of Socialism

· Market forces very important – but government does play an important role in guaranteeing worker security, protecting against unfair competition, and providing incentives to business

· consumerism

· “conspicuous consumption” idea advanced by Thorstein Veblen
 (1857-1929) – the satisfaction of psychological, rather than physical, need

· private ownership of businesses and farms

· corporations owned by shareholders

· middle-sized businesses owned by individuals and/or families – employ 2/3rds of all workers and account for  ½ of all production

· individualism (emphasis on the individual) rather than collectivism (the group)

· Welfare State supported by high taxes (40-50% of the typical paycheck)

· Politics

· Multi-party state seen as best way for citizens to be represented

· 1989 – present (reunification) (DEMOCRACY with a form of Capitalism very different from the American model)

Some important results and problems:

· Privatization of East German industries, rationalization, efficiency and unemployment

· “Skinhead” Neo-Nazi movement

· immigration (about 10% foreign residents) – encouragement and resentment

· satisfy labor shortages

· repudiation of Nazi genocidal policies

· anomie (pronounced “anna mē – “normlessness” ) of former East Germans

· “West” German resentment over subsidizing “East” Germany

· What is the demographic trend in the area formerly known as Eastern Germany? What accounts for this trend?

Bureaucracy (characteristics of):

· rationalization (formalized rules and procedures for accomplishment of tasks)

· de-emphasis on spontaneity and capriciousness (fickleness) – emphasis on impersonality

· emphasis on order and obedience

· hierarchy

· highly developed division of labor

· record keeping

BERLIN: East and West
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� http://history.acusd.edu/gen/WW2Timeline/Prelude03.html


� laissez faire means “let (people) do (as they choose)” 


� picture source:  http://us.history.wisc.edu/hist102/bios/22.html
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