CORE 200

IMPORTANT TERMS/NAMES/CONCEPTS
(Global Sociology, ch. 4)

	


Egyptian History:

· Pharonic Period (circa 3000 B.C. – early 4th century B.C.)

· Arab/Islamic Conquest from 639 A.D.
· European Colonialism (1798 – 1954)


SUEZ CANAL (from 1869)

Creation of the state of Israel (1948)
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· The end of colonialism -- Post-colonial era (1954 -
Presidents of Egypt:

· Gamal Abdul Nasser (1918-1970) – secularization and nationalization
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Cold War non-alignment

solution to the “brain drain” (my term) problem

’56 War (1956) [do not remember]
’67 War (1967) “Six-Day War”
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· [image: image9.jpg]


Anwar al-Sadat (1970-1981)

infitah “opening the door” = privatization

’73 War (1973) “Yom Kippur War” [do not remember]
Camp David Accords (1978)

· Hosni Mubarak (1981-2011)
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            Egypt under Mubarak – a democracy?


cooptation and repression

NGO – non-governmental organization


How are some Egyptian NGOs different?


private and public sectors of the economy

informal and formal sectors of the economy 

Coptic Christians – an assimilated minority and subordinate group        

What is the difference between magic and religion?

Muhammad – expansion of Islam from 632 A.D. 
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Islam (“submission”) – one who submits to God’s will is a Muslim

The difference between Arabic and Islamic

Allah

Quran (Koran)

non-proselytizing and proselytizing religions

The question over Muhammad’s successor, the division between:

· Sunni (about 85-90% of all Muslims)

· Shi`ites (about 10-15% of all Muslims)

Islamic fundamentalism

Are most Egyptians fundamentalists?

four prophets/messengers

five pillars of the Islamic faith

· Belief in Allah (and only Allah) – Islam is a monotheistic religion

monotheism vs. polytheism

· Prayer

· Charity

Equality of believers -- the characteristic shared by the three most influential religions

in Egyptian history

Why does the textbook state that generosity is “normative”

· Fasting during Ramadan

· Pilgrimage to Mecca (hajj)

polygyny

sacred vs. secular society   (modern Egyptian society belongs to what type?)

Sharia vs. secular law

organization of time

· Egyptian culture

· DAY: 
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· YEAR: 1423 A.H.
 (Anno Hegirae “from the year of the Hegira’)

· Hegira “flight” (from Mecca to Medina by the Prophet)

· LIFETIME of the individual

· hajj – pilgrimage

· ¡Kung culture
· American culture
Egyptian preference for the personal and informal way of getting things done -- how does this impact on their political life?

“networking” built on personal relationships

Women in Egyptian Society

· role conflicts

· “female circumcision” or “female mutilation” (cultural relativism vs. ethnocentrism)

· What does the Koran say about the practice?

· family honor (collective rather than individual) and women’s roles

· Patriarchal Family Structure (patrilineal identification and inheritance)

· What role do many Islamic fundamentalist groups envision for Islamic women?

· What effect did Nasser’s government have on gender (especially) female roles? What effect did/does the Egyptian economy have on female roles?
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Source for both charts: Global Sociology
social classes


class distinctions readily noticeable

relative poverty

social mobility

closed and open stratification systems – Egypt exemplifies which type of system? How did the change come about? How is this changing?

Egyptian Economy

· formal vs. informal sector

· private vs. public sector (1/3rd of workers in private sector, 1/3rd in public, almost 1/3rd informal)

· agriculture (95% of farmers own < five acres – but the other 5% of the farmers own 49% of the land!)

· fellah/fellahin – Egyptian peasant/s – about ½ of all Egyptians live in the countryside

· sharecropping

· commercial vs. subsistence agriculture

· can modernization flourish in a setting of subsistence agriculture?

· food gap



If grain production has kept up with population growth – why is there a food gap?

Demography of Modern-day Egypt

· pre-1952 (high birth rate & high death rate)

· 1952-1976 (high birth rate & low death rate)

· reason for the low death rate?

· post 1976 (slower birth rate and low death rate)
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� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferris.edu/htmls/academics/syllabi/mehlerbarry/maps/mideast2.htm" ��http://www.ferris.edu/htmls/academics/syllabi/mehlerbarry/maps/mideast2.htm� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.islamicity.com/PrayerTimes/" �http://www.islamicity.com/PrayerTimes/� 


� Why does 622 + 1431 = 2053 (and not 2010)?
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