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Course Outline for: ENG 490

Division:  Arts and  Sciences

Fall 2009

Meeting Thursday 4-5:15 PM KH 325

Instructor: Dr. Margaret Vallone Gardineer

Office Hours: Kirby Hall Room 325 

              Wednesday:  9:30-11AM ; 2:30PM-3:30PM

  Thursday:  1PM-3PM

       Friday: 9:30-11AM and by appointment

Telephone: (201)559-6170

Email: gardineerm@felician.edu

I) Felician College Mission Statement

Felician College is an independent co-educational Catholic/Franciscan College founded and sponsored by the Felician Sisters to educate a diverse population of students within the framework of a liberal arts tradition. Its mission is to provide a full complement of learning experiences, reinforced with strong academic and student development programs designed to bring students to their highest potential and prepare them to meet the challenges of the new century with informed minds and understanding hearts. The enduring purpose of Felician College is to promote a love for learning, a desire for God, self  knowledge, service to others, and respect for all creation.

Course Description: Students examine selected readings of an author, genre, or historical period, and do research to prepare and present a major original paper.  Particular topics are chosen with the advice of the professor, and a close tutorial relationship is continued throughout the semester.  For graduating seniors who are English majors.

(Felician College Catalog).

Course Objectives:  Please note that each objective is followed by the New Jersey Professional Teaching Standard(s) (NJPTS), New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standard(s) (NJCCCS), Praxis English Language, Literature, and Composition:  Content Knowledge (Praxis), National Council of Teachers of English and International Reading Association Standards for the English Language Arts (NCTE/IRA) it addresses.

After taking this class the student will be able to:

1. Demonstrate a mastery of advanced methods in literary research.

NJPTS:  Standards: 1, 8, 10

NJCCCS:  Standards:  3.1, 12 F, G

Praxis:  Content Categories:  I, II

NCTE/IRA:  1, 3

2.  Apply  the fundamentals of the MLA style sheet.

      NJPTS:  Standards:  3, 8

      NJCCCS:  Standards:  3, 12

      Praxis:  Content Categories:  II, III

      NCTE/IRA:   6

3.  Analyze issues in literature to discover a

      specific topic that will provide  humanistic and universal insights

      concerning the nature of humanity and the relationships among

      human beings within a literary, aesthetic context

      NJPTS:  2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10

        NJCCCS:  Standards:  3.1., 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5

        Praxis:  Content Categories:  I, II, III

        NCTE/IRA:    Standards:  1, 2, 3, 9, 10, 11

4.     Identify and evaluate critical sources for research.

5.    Synthesize research  that will result in an  original paper that will be    

      presented before the college community


NJPTS:  Standards:  5, 6, 8

NJCCCS:  Standards:  3.12, 3.121B

Praxis:   Content Categories:  3.2.12D, H

NCTE/IRA:  Standards:  7, 8, 11, 12  

Course Requirements:

1.  Eight (8) required meetings between professor and student(s).  Because of  the close tutorial relationship required in EN 410, students are not permitted 

     to miss any of the designated meetings.

2.  Two preliminary research assignments, typed, on designated topics.

3.  An original paper, 20-25 pages in length, on a literary topic of the

     student’s choice.

4.  An outline and a minimum of two (2) rough drafts of the paper to be                   submitted to the professor at designated times.

5. Oral presentation of the student’s paper during Senior Research         Presentation Week at the end of the semester.

Evaluation:

The final grade for the course is determined as follows:

1.  Attendance at eight (8) tutorial meetings: 10%

(If a student misses a meeting and does not make it up, that student will receive a failing grade in Attendance).

2.  Research Assignment #1: 10%

3.  Research Assignment #2: 10%

4.  Senior Research Paper: 50%

5.  Oral presentation during Senior Week: 20%

Rubrics: 


Please refer to the attached sheet
Text:

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (most recent edition, available in the college bookstore).

Course Content:

Meeting 1
Introduction and Course Requirements.  Paper topic discussed.

Meeting 2
Research Assignment #1 due.  The fundamentals of the MLA style sheet.

Meeting 3
Research Assignment #2 due.  How to use bibliographies, indices, and abstracts in research.  

Meeting  4
Preliminary Outline due and opening pages

Meeting  5
Progress (70%) of the paper due.

Meeting 6
First Draft (Rough Draft) due.

Meeting 7
Second Draft due.  Abstract due.

Meeting 8      Practice for Oral Presentation.  (Two practices may be 

                     Necessary this week

Dec. 10 
Final Paper due.

Note: The above assignments and procedures in this course are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.

The Felician College Honor Code applies, and any plagiarism results in failure for the course.  Please read the sections regarding plagiarism in 

The Felican College Catalogue and The Felician College Student Handbook

Assignment Description:

Assignment #1 (choose one):

In preparation for choosing a topic, write a brief structural and thematic analysis of at least two

works in which there is interest.

OR

Write a brief analysis of the cultural, social, political, philosophical, and literary milieu of the period in which the proposed topic falls.

Note: This paper should be concise (no more than three {3} pages), and should include some relevant and critical hypotheses.

Assignment #2:
Using scholarly literary journals, read at least two (2) articles that deal with a similar issue, and write a brief (no more than three {3} pages) summary that compares what the articles say about that issue.  Ideally, these articles will deal with the projected paper topic.

Research Paper:
This paper should be a literary study that explores a specific and narrow area.  Avoid works studied in EN 102 since freshmen research papers explore those topics, and avoid simple biographical studies.  This study should be a refined and sophisticated project that shows an original approach and critical reflection that results from careful research.  This study may be a thematic analysis of two or more works, a camparative study of authors or literary periods, a philosophical hypothesis concerning how a work or an author influenced a genre or a literary period, or textual exegesis of a work that has not been studied extensively.  The final paper should be a minimum of twenty (20) pages, should include at least ten (10) sources, with a mixture of both journal articles and books, and should be typed according to the current MLA style sheet.  Since MLA is the usually accepted format for literary research, APA and Chicago style sheets will not be acceptable.







