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Course Outline for: ENG 220 Children’s Literature PM

Fall 2009

Division:  Arts and  Sciences

Class Meets Thursdays 5:45-8:15 KH 335

Instructor: Dr. Margaret Vallone Gardineer

Office Hours: Kirby Hall Room 325 

              Wednesday: 9:30-11AM; 2:30PM-3:30PM

  Thursday:  1PM-3PM

       Friday: 9:30-11AM and by appointment

Telephone: (201)559-6170

Email: gardineerm@felician.edu

I) Felician College Mission Statement

Felician College is an independent co-educational Catholic/Franciscan College founded and sponsored by the Felician Sisters to educate a diverse population of students within the framework of a liberal arts tradition. Its mission is to provide a full complement of learning experiences, reinforced with strong academic and student development programs designed to bring students to their highest potential and prepare them to meet the challenges of the new century with informed minds and understanding hearts. The enduring purpose of Felician College is to promote a love for learning, a desire for God, self  knowledge, service to others, and respect for all creation.

Course Description:  “An exploration of the types and categories of children’s literature with emphasis on oral tradition, critical analysis of specific literary pieces, and a study of the illustrations in children’s books.”  (Felician College Catalog).

Prerequisites:  EN101 and EN 102.

Course Objectives:  Please note that each objective is followed by the New Jersey Professional Teaching Standard(s) (NJPTS), New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standard(s) (NJCCCS), Praxis English Language, Literature, and Composition:  Content Knowledge (Praxis), National Council of Teachers of English and International Reading Association Standards for the English Language Arts (NCTE/IRA) it addresses.

After taking this 200 level course, the student will be able to:

1. Explain that literature facilitates an understanding of the human condition,

presents human options, and encourages empathy by providing insight and heightening sensitivity to all people, including people from multicultural backgrounds, different classes, ages  and special needs.


      NJPTS:  Standards: 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 10

                  NJCCCS: Standards: 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5

                  Praxis: Content Categories:   I, II, III


      NCTE/IRA:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 9, 10, 11

2. Demonstrate a broad knowledge of all genres of children’s literature available

today through reading excellent children’s books.

NJPTS:  Standards: 1, 8, 10.

NJCCCS:  Standards: 3.1

Praxis:  Content Categories:  I, III

NCTE/IRA:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 5, 11

3. Plan experiences through literature projects and class discussions that will help children learn to read, read better, discover information, and experience enjoyment.

NJPTS:  Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

NJCCCS:  Standards:  3.1

Praxis:  Content Categories:  I, III

NCTE/IRA:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12

4. Plan experiences with literature projects so that children of all cultural groups

will see themselves represented in the literature they read.

NJPTS:  Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

NJCCCS:  Standards:  3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5

Praxis: Content Categories:  I, II, III

NCTE/IRA:  Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12

5. Demonstrate that they can create experiences with literature to nurture 

aesthetic responses as well as to enhance learning.

NJPTS:  Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9

NJCCCS:  Standards:  3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5

Praxis:  Content Categories:  I, II, III

NCTE/IRA:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 11

6. Plan strategies through the use of literature projects to instill a positive 

attitude toward reading in their students.

NJPTS:  Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9

NJCCCS:  Standards:  3.1

Praxis:  Content Categories:  I

NCTE/IRA:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12

7. Demonstrate knowledge of criteria for the genres of children’s literature by

evaluating children’s literature for various settings.

NJPTS:  Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 

NJCCCS:  Standards:  3.1., 3.2,  3.3, 3.4, 3.5

Praxis:  Content Categories:  I, II, III

NCTE/IRA:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12

8. Critically evaluate the content and illustrations of children’s literature in terms 

of  cultural authenticity, originality, and appropriateness for the target age group.

NJPTS:  Standards: 1, 2, 3, 5

NJCCCS:  Standards:  3.1., 3.2, 3.4, 3.5

Praxis:  Content Categories:  I, II, III

NCTE/IRA:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12

9. Demonstrate an understanding of issues in children’s lives that are represented in children’s  literature, including, but not limited to, bibliotherapy.

NJPTS:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 10

NJCCCS:  Standards:  3.1., 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5

Praxis:  Content Categories:  I, II, III

NCTE/IRA:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 11, 12

                (http://www.cedu.niu.edu/ltcy/Courses/Itlw/LTLA362_04.htm).

Course Policies and Procedures:


Course Requirements:    

1. Research paper that examines one of the following:

a. Ways in which children’s literature addresses different issues such as death, adoption, sibling rivalry, special needs, among other topics;

NJPTS:  Standards: 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 10

NJCCCS:  Standards:  3.1, 3.2, 3.5

Praxis:   Content Categories:  I, II, III

NCTE/IRA:  Standard:  1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 11, 12

b. Different cultures and their authentic representation in children’s literature;

NJPTS:  Standards: 1, 2, 3, 8, 10

NJCCCS:  Standards:  3.1, 3.2, 3.5

Praxis:  Content Categories:  I, II, III

NCTE/IRA:  Standards: 1, 2, 3, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12

c. How a particular story line, folk tale or fairy tale manifests itself in different cultures at different times.

NJPTS:  Standards:1, 2, 3, 8, 10

NJCCCS:  Standards:  3.1, 3.2, 3.4, 3.5

Praxis:  Content Categories:  I, II, III

NCTE/IRA:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12

2. Oral Presentation based on the research paper:

NJPTS:  Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

NJCCCS:  Standards: 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5

Praxis:  Content Categories:  I, II, III

NCTE/IRA:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 

3. Written responses to children’s books 



     
 

      NJPTS:  Standards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10


 NJCCCS:  Standards:  3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5

             Praxis:  Content Categories:  I, II, III

             NCTE/IRA:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12

4.       Literature Response Groups

NJPTS:  Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

NJCCCS:   Standards:  3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5

Praxis:  Content Categories:  I, II, III

NCTE/IRA:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12

5.      Mid  Term and Final Examinations

      NJPTS:  Standards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 7,8,9,10

      NJCCS:  Standards:  3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5

      Praxis:  Content Categories:  I, II, III

      NCTE/IRA:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12


Grading/Course Evaluation Procedures:



Grading Criteria:

The research paper will assess the student’s understanding of  objectives 1, 2, 7, 8, and 9 by integrating children’s literature, topics in children’s literature, and current research in an appropriate and effective written format.

The oral presentation will assess the student’s understanding of 

Objectives 1, 2, 7, 8, and 9 through an oral presentation that is distilled from the student’s research paper.

Written Responses to Children’s Books will assess the student’s understanding ofobjectives 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 9 through written demonstrations of the relationships among knowledge of literary genres, context, aesthetics, literary criticism and multiculturalism.

Literature Response Groups will assess the student’s understanding of objectives 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 through oral and written demonstrations of the relationships among knowledge of literary genres, context, aesthetics, literary criticism and multiculturalism with respect for, and sensitivity to, the stances and possible special needs of others.

Mid Term and Final Examinations will assess the student’s  understanding of  objectives 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, and 9 through written demonstrations of the relationships among knowledge of literary genres, their evaluation and criteria for book selections, the context, aesthetics and literary criticism appropriate to the texts being discussed, and an awareness of current issues in children’s literature.


Grading of Assignments



Weight of Each Assignment in the Final Grade:





Research Paper

40%

 



Oral Presentation

10%





Written Responses and 

Literature Response Groups
20%





Mid term Examination
15%





Final Examination

15%



Rubrics for Grading of Assignments:




(N.B.:  For each rubric, the numbers on the Likert Scale range from 1-5, from least  [1] ,to most  [5]).




Research Paper Rubric:

Submitted on the Assigned Date:

1

2

3

4

5

The topic of research was clearly defined:

1

2

3

4

5

Concepts are accurately identified and clearly understood

1

2

3

4

5

The information researched addressed the topic

1

2

3

4

5

The information research addressed differing views

1

2

3

4

5

The information research addressed the best sources

1

2

3

4

5

The ending suggested areas for future research

1

2

3

4

5

The student demonstrated understanding of appropriate scholarly style in the writing, documentation and format of the paper

1

2

3

4

5

Total Points Possible:   40 points                            TOTAL POINTS EARNED_______





Oral Presentation Rubric
The student effectively summarized the research paper

1

2

3

4

5

The student demonstrated an awareness of the audience through audible articulation, eye contact, and appropriate body gestures

1

2

3

4

5

Total Points Possible:   10



TOTAL POINTS EARNED_____




Book Reaction Projects and Literature Groups’ Rubric
Presented on the assigned date

1

2

3

4

5

The student spoke knowledgeably of the topic  

1

2

3

4

5

Book Reaction Project was appropriate to the text under discussion

1

2

3

4

5

Demonstrated an awareness of others through appropriate conversation, including asking and answering questions and responding to others in a respectful manner

1

2

3

4

5

Total points Possible:  20 points                                 TOTAL POINTS  EARNED_____




Mid Term and Final Exams’ Rubric

The information answered the question

1

2

3

4

5

Genres and concepts are accurately identified and explained

1

2

3

4

5

Answers are written according to the conventions of formal, standard American English

1

2

3

4

5

Total points possible:   15



TOTAL POINTS EARNED_____



Grading Scale:




Grade

Numerical Equivalent                  Quality Points



    A

    95-100


  4.000




    A-                    90-94                                     3.670




    B+                    87-89                                    3.333

                                        B                      83-86                                    3.000




    B-                     80-82                                    2.670




    C+                    76-79                                    2.333




    C

     70-75                                    2.000




    D

     65-69


   1.000




    F                  64 or below                                0.000


Textbooks:

Babbitt, Natalie.  The Search for Delicious.

Brewer, Caroline.  The Jelani Tree.
Catling, P.S.  The Chocolate Touch.

Coerr, Eleanor.  Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes.
Collier, James Lincoln and Christopher Collier.  My Brother Sam Is Dead.

dePaola, Tomie.  Francis, Poor Man of Assisi
Estes, Eleanor.  The Hundred Dresses.

Grimm, Wilhelm and Jacob Grimm.  Cinderella.

Hawthorne, Nathaniel.  “The Golden Touch.”

Lynch –Brown, Carol and Carl M. Tomlinson.  Essentials of Children’s Literature. 6th ed

Juster, Norman.  The Phantom Tollbooth.

Paterson, Katherine.  Bridge to Terabithia.

Perrault, Charles.  Cinderella.

Rowling, J.K.  Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone.

Sterling, Dorothy.  Freedom Train:  The Story of Harriet Tubman.

Taylor, Mildred.  Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.

Yep, Lawrence.   Dragon Wings.
Class Policies:

Attendance:



More than three absences results in failure in this course.  For evening and summer sessions, missing half a class counts as one absence;  missing an entire class counts as two absences. Students are expected to come to class on time and to present their work on the date required in the syllabus.


Honor Code:



Students in this class must adhere to the academic standards presented in the Felician College “Honor Code” and Student Handbook.or risk failing this course.  Plagiarism and other forms of cheating will not be tolerated!


Other Class Policies:



Students must keep all cell phones, ipods, beepers, pagers and instant messengers turned off during class.  

Course Calendar:

Sept. 3         

Introduction/  Children and Literature

Sept. 10 

Historical Background




Historical Perspective

Sept. 17

Picture Books, Artists and Illustrators (own selection)

                                     Lynch –Brown and Tomlinson, pp. 90-117




Literature Response Group (bring own selection of picture book)

Sept. 24  

Poetry:  Brewer, The Jelani Tree
                                     Lynch-Brown and Tomlinson, pp. 56-74   




Literature Response Group(written response due)

Oct. 1

Historical Fiction:  Yep, Dragon Wings;  Collier 





and Collier, My Brother Sam is Dead;  Literature Response Group

                                     Lynch-Brown and Tomlinson, pp. 168-186

Historical Fiction:  written response due for one book;  Literature Response Group

Oct. 8 

Contemporary Realistic Fiction:  Taylor, Roll of Thunder, Hear My 






Cry;  Paterson, Bridge to Terabithia;  Estes,  The 






Hundred Dresses;  Literature Response Group

                                     Lynch-Brown and Tomlinson, pp. 150-167




Contemporary Realistic Fiction:  Written response for one book;  






Literature Response Group

Oct. 15

Biography:  Sterling, Freedom Train:  The Story of Harriet 






Tubman;  Coerr, Sadako and the Thousand






Paper Cranes; 

De Paola,  Francis, Poor Man of Assisi          Lynch-Brown and Tomlinson,  pp. 188-190

Biography:  written response for one book;  Literature Response Group

Discussion of Research Project;  Review for mid-term examination;  Literature Response Group

Oct. 22

Mid term examination

Oct. 29

Information Books:  Student selects an example of this genre;




Literature Response Group

                                    Lynch-Brown and Tomlinson, pp. 190-199



           Information Books:  Literature Response Group

Nov. 5


Fantasy and Science Fiction:  Rowling,   Harry Potter and






The Sorcerer’s Stone;  Babbitt, The Search for 






Delicious;  Literature Response Group

                                     Lynch-Brown and Tomlinson, pp. 133-149

Fantasy and Science Fiction:  written response to one book;  Literature Response Group

Nov. 12  

Folk Tales and Fairy Tales:  Perrault, Cinderella;  Grimm and 




Grimm, Cinderella;  Literature Response Group

                                     Lynch-Brown and Tomlinson, pp. 118-132

Folk Tales and Fairy Tales:  Written response to these books;  Literature Response Group

Nov. 19 

Fables, Myths, Legends.  Hawthorne, “The Golden Touch;”




Catling, The Chocolate Touch;  Literature Response Group




Fables, Myth, Legends:  Written response to one book;  Literature 




Response Group

Dec. 3  

Humor: Juster, The Phantom Toolbooth;  Literature Response 




Group




Humor:  Literature Response Group

Dec. 10


Oral Presentations

Oral Presentations continued




RESEARCH PAPER DUE;  review for final

N.B.: This course calendar may change because of extenuating circumstances.

