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Course Outline for: Core 300 The Journey to Selfhood

Fall 2009

Division:  Arts and  Sciences

Class Meets: Wed-Fri. 11:25-12:40 KH 335

Instructor: Dr. Margaret Vallone Gardineer

Office Hours: Kirby Hall Room 325

Wednesday: 9:30-11AM; 2:30-3:30PM

Thursday: 1PM-3PM

Friday: 9:30-11AM and by appointment

Telephone: (201)559-6170

Email: gardineerm@felician.edu

I) Felician College Mission Statement

Felician College is an independent co-educational Catholic/Franciscan College founded and sponsored by the Felician Sisters to educate a diverse population of students within the framework of a liberal arts tradition. Its mission is to provide a full complement of learning experiences, reinforced with strong academic and student development programs designed to bring students to their highest potential and prepare them to meet the challenges of the new century with informed minds and understanding hearts. The enduring purpose of Felician College is to promote a love for learning, a desire for God, self  knowledge, service to others, and respect for all creation.

I) Course Description: “This course explores paired readings from classical and modern canons and introduces students to the intertextual nature of literary interpretation and to such common human concerns as self, identity, and community.” (Felician College Catalogue).

II) Course Prerequisites: Successful completion of ENG 101, ENG 102, C0 200 and





C0 250
III) Text and Supplemental Material:

Alighieri, Dante.  The Divine Comedy
Bible (any complete version)

Homer.  The Odyssey.  Robert Fagles, translator.

Shakespeare, William.  King Lear.

Smiley, Jane.  A Thousand Acres.

ADDITIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY:

Bloom, Harold. The Anxiety of Influence

Bloom, Harold.  The Western Canon

Eagleton, Terry.  Sweet Violence
Lukacs, Georg.  The Theory of the Novel.

Nussbaum, Martha.  The Fragility of Goodness

Soyinka, Wole.  Myth, Literature and the African World.

IV) Course Content Objectives:  


This is a 300 level course that will focus on the student’s ability to demonstrate comprehension of the texts examined this semester.
Please note that each objective is followed by the New Jersey Professional Teaching Standard(s) (NJPTS), New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standard(s) (NJCCCS), Praxis English Language, Literature, and Composition:  Content Knowledge (Praxis), National Council of Teachers of English and International Reading Association Standards for the English Language Arts (NCTE/IRA) it addresses.

After taking this course, the student will be able to: 

a. Demonstrate how literary texts relate to classic and contemporary issues through reflective discussion and assigned papers.

NJPTS:  Standards:  1, 8, 10

NJCCCS:  Standards:  3.1

Praxis:  Content Categories:  I, III

NCTE/IRA:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 5, 11

b. Analyze how the works reflect diverse cultures, periods, values, and     gender through reflective discussion and assigned papers.

NJPTS:  Standards:  2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 10

NJCCCS:  Standards:  3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5

Praxis:  Content Categories: I, III

NCTE/IRA:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 5, 11

c. Evaluate how the literature studied raises issues of the self, justice, community, culture, values, and ethical choices.

NJPTS:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

NJCCCS:  Standards:  3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5

Praxis:  Content Categories:  I, II, III

NCTE/IRA:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12

d. Demonstrate critical reading, research and writing skills through frequent written and oral work.

NJPTS:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 8, 10

NJCCCS:  Standards:  3.1, 3.2, 3.5

Praxis:  Content Categories: I, II, III

NCTE/IRA:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 11, 12

e. Explain how a text “speaks” within its historical/social milieu and is able to “continue on” through time.

NJPTS:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 8, 10

NJCCCS:  Standards:  3.1, 3.2, 3.4, 3.5

Praxis:  Content Categories:  I, II, III

NCTE/IRA:  Standards:  1, 2, 3, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12

V.  Course Core Objectives.

a.   One paper of literary analysis that demonstrates an understanding of how literary texts relate to classic and contemporary issues and interprets the work in terms of  one or more of the following:  diverse cultures, periods, values, gender, justice, community, ethical choices. (3-4 pp.).

b.   One critique of an article related to the research paper.  This critique evaluates the work of a critic in terms of one aspect of the texts examined and interpreted in class.

c.  One research paper( 7-10 pages) on a topic selected by the student with the approval of the instructor.  This paper synthesizes the student’s thinking regarding the thesis which examines its relationship to the scholarly works of other critics.

d.  Midterm exam which demonstrates content comprehension, application , evaluation and effective communication.

e.  Final exam which demonstrates content comprehension, application, evaluation and effective communication.


f.  Class participation which demonstrates participation within the community of the class.

VI.   Course Content:

Sept. 4

Introduction.  Review of syllabus.  Discussion of the pilgrimage and the 



Journey metaphor.
Sept. 9-11
Homer.  The Odyssey. Books 1-7

Sept. 16-18
The Odyssey.  Books 8-12.  Writing the analytic paper

Sept. 23-25
The Odyssey.  Books 13-21

Sept. 30
The Odyssey.  Books  22-24

Oct. 2

Discussion of Odysseus, the journey metaphor and the journey to 



Selfhood.  Connections with and background information for Dante’s



The Divine Comedy.
Oct. 7

Dante.
The Inferno. Pp. 3-80; 203-216

Oct. 9

Dante. Inferno.  Pp. 248-270.  Analytical Paper due
Oct. 14

Dante.  Purgatorio. Pp. 546-605

Oct. 16

Dante. Paradiso.  Pp. 694-712

Oct. 21

Dante. Paradiso.  Pp. 869-895

Oct. 23

Mid-Term exam

Oct. 28

St. Francis of Assisi “On Perfect Joy” (attached).  Another view of 

pilgrimage, the journey metaphor and selfhood.  

Writing the critique. 

Oct. 30  
Shakespeare.  King Lear

Nov. 4

Shakespeare.  King Lear (continued)

Nov. 6

Shakespeare.  King Lear (continued).  

Nov. 11
King Lear  (continued).  Critique due.
Nov. 13
Writing the final paper.

Nov. 18.
Smiley.  The Thousand Acres.  (Chapters 1-7)

Nov. 20
Smiley.  The Thousand Acres.  (Chapters 8-15)

Dec. 2

Smiley.  The Thousand Acres.   (Chapters 16-23)

Dec. 4

Smiley.  The Thousand Acres.   (Chapters 24-31)

Dec. 9

Smiley.  The Thousand Acres.  (Chapters 32-40).

Dec. 11
Smiley.  The Thousand Acres.  Epilogue.



Comparison and contrast between King Lear and The Thousand Acres/



Final considerations of the journey to selfhood.



Final Paper Due.
N. B.   (Note Bene/Note Well):  The course calendar may change because of extenuating circumstances.
VII.  Evaluation


The above six requirements of analytical paper, critique, final paper, mid term examination, final examination and class participation will be averaged together to determine the final grade. 














 Please note that more than three absences result in a failing grade for class participation; arriving more than fifteen minutes late for class, or leaving more than 15 minutes early count as an absence.  Please schedule your medical, dental, advising, tutoring and all other appointments at times other than during this class. One grade will be deducted for late papers for each class session the paper is late.  All students are expected to take all exams on the scheduled dates.  

No make-up exams will be given.

Rubrics:  Please see the attached pages regarding the rubrics used in this class.

VIII) Policies:

1) All students are expected to comply with the “Felician College Honor Code”, as described in the Felician College Catalog.  Violations of the code will be brought before the honor council.  Any student caught cheating on a quiz or exam will receive a 0 grade for the test and will be reported to the honor council.

2) Collaboration on papers is NOT permitted, unless otherwise stated in advance by the instructor.  Copying other students’ work will be considered a violation of the honor code.

3) Classroom behavior:

The following behaviors are not permitted in class, and may result in the student being asked to leave the classroom:

· Talking to fellow students during class.  Class participation is encouraged, but side conversations are not.  Conversations between students distract the instructor and reduce learning in the class.  Students talking in class will be asked to leave for that class session.

· Electronic devices.    Turn off  cell phones, text messengers, blackberries, ipods and other electronic devices before entering class. 

