FELICIAN COLLEGE
Course Outline: Core 300 Honors: Journeys to Selfhood: 
Classic to Modern Literature   3 credits   Pre-requisites: ENG 101 and 102
Division: Arts and Sciences      Department: English

Instructor: Dr. George Castellitto     Fall 2010
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

	Felician College Mission Statement

	Felician is an independent co-educational Catholic/Franciscan College founded and sponsored by the Felician Sisters to educate a diverse population of students within the framework of a liberal arts tradition. Its mission is to provide a full complement of learning experiences, reinforced with strong academic and student development programs designed to bring students to their highest potential and prepare them to meet the challenges of the new century with informed minds and understanding hearts. The enduring purpose of Felician College is to promote a love for learning, a desire for God, self knowledge, service to others, and respect for all creation. 


Course Description:  This course is designed to acquaint students with the continuing relevance of ancient texts and concepts from the classical Greek and Roman worlds, and the Judeo-Christian tradition, to today’s society.  Students will also examine multiple genres, disciplines, and themes to understand how “great works” remain in dialogue with one another over time and how the legacy of western thought can be understood through the prism of contemporary literature. 

Course Objectives: The student will:

1. Understand how literary texts relate to classic and contemporary issues through reflective discussion and assigned papers.
2. Interpret how the works reflect diverse cultures, periods, values, and gender.

3. Understand how the literature raises issues of the self, justice, community, culture, values, and ethical choices.

4. Develop critical reading, research, and writing skills through frequent written and oral work.

Course Requirements:

1. Assigned required reading of literature as outlined in the syllabus following.

2. One Reader-Response essay of 3-5 pages.

3. One Research Paper of 5-6 pages, in Modern Language Association format, on a literary topic of student’s choice.

4. One Oral Report, approximately 5 minutes in length, on a topic of student’s choice.

5. Final Examination on class material (cumulative examination).

6. Participation/Attendance.  Because of the very seminar-type nature of this class and its content, class participation is essential in generating ideas for the assigned essays.  Attendance is also required: any student who acquires more than 4 unexcused absences will received a Failing grade in Participation/Attendance.

            Furthermore, if a student acquires more than 8 unexcused absences, that student  
            will receive a Failing grade in the course.
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Grading Rubric

The following factors are used to assess Oral and Written assignments in this course: Organization, Content, Structure, Documentation Format.  The Grading System below can be found in the Grading Policy section of the current college catalogue.

	Grade
	Description
	Numerical Equivalent

	A
	Outstanding
	95-100

	A-
	Excellent
	90-94

	B+
	Very Good
	87-89

	B
	Good
	83-86

	B-
	Above Average
	80-82

	C+
	Average
	77-79

	C
	Acceptable
	70-76

	D
	Poor
	65-69

	F
	Failure
	64 or below


Evaluation: Each student is graded as follows:

· Reader-Response Essay: 
20%

· Research Paper:

30%

· Oral Report:


20%

· Final Examination:

20%

· Participation:


10%

Texts: So that all students are using the same translations, the texts below, available in the College Store, are the editions required for class:

Greek Drama.  Ed. Moses Hadas.  New York: Bantam, 2006.

Homer.  The Odyssey.  Trans. E. V. Rieu.  New York: Penguin, 1991. 
O’Neill, Eugene.  Three Plays.  New York: Random House, 1952.
Miller, Arthur.  The Price.  New York: Penguin, 1968.

Banks, Russell.  The Sweet Hereafter.
--------------------------------------------------------------------

Films: Panic.  Vault/Mad Chance Production.  Dir. Henry Bromell.  2000.
           About a Boy.  Universal & Studio Canal.  Dir. Paul & Chris Weitz.  2002.
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Course Content
DATE



MATERIAL TO BE COVERED
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
M 9/6


No Class.
W 8


Introduction and Course Requiements.



Lecture: From Classic to Post-Modern.

M 13


Sophocles, Oedipus the King.

W 15


Sophocles, Oedipus the King.

M 20


O’Neill, Desire Under the Elms.

W 22


O’Neill, Desire Under the Elms.

M 27


Sophocles, Antigone.

W 29


Sophocles, Antigone.  Miller, The Price.
M 10/4


Miller, The Price.

W 6


Film: About a Boy.
M 11


No Class.

W 13


Film: About a Boy.
M 18


Euripides, Medea.  Reader-Response Essay due.
W 20


Euripides, Medea.  Film: Strange Interlude.
M 25


O’Neill, Strange Interlude.  Film version.
W 27


O’Neill, Strange Interlude.  Film version.
M 11/1


Film: Panic.
W 3


Film: Panic.
M 8
 

Banks, The Sweet Hereafter.

W 10


Banks, The Sweet Hereafter.  Film version.
M 15


Film: Sweet Hereafter.
W 17


Homer, The Odyssey, Chapters 1-12.

M 22


Homer, The Odyssey, Chapters 13-24.

W 24


No Class.
M 29


Homer, The Odyssey, Chapters 13-24.

W 12/1


To be announced.
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M 6


Oral Reports.

W 8


Oral Reports.

M 13


Review for Final Examination.  Research Paper due.
Assignment Description
Reader-Response Essay: Choose one classical work and one modern work (not necessarily those studied in class), and, in a paper of three to five pages in length, objectively compare and/or contrast the dilemma of the protagonists in both of these works.

Research Paper: In a research paper of five to six pages in length, discuss in analytical and critical terms a specific issue that connects a classical work and a modern work.  Your essay should be thematically based, objective, and use a combination of books, scholarly journals, and reputable internet sources.

Oral Report: Using notes, your own personal research, and your objective critical response, discuss any classical or modern work in terms of its themes and cultural significance.  Your report must not exceed five minutes in length.

Note: All assignments for this course should be typed according to the current Modern Language Association format.  

All students are expected to follow the guidelines of The Felician College Honor Code for all assignments prepared for this class.

The above assignments and procedures are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.

My office is located in Kirby Hall Room 417; hours are posted on the door.  My telephone is 201-559-6112.  Email address is castellittog@felician.edu.
