FELICIAN COLLEGE
The Franciscan College of New Jersey
Division of Arts & Sciences

Department of Philosophy

PH-260/R: PHILOSOPHY OF ART
(3 Undergraduate Credits)
Fall 2009
Instructor: Dr. Donald Casey



Class Meets:
W & F 9:50 AM
Office: Kirby Hall 421




Office Hours: Mon. 10:30 AM-12:00 PM. 


Office Phone: 201.559.6000 (6221)                                       Wed. and Fri. 11:30 AM-12:00 PM

E-mail: caseyd@felician.edu                                                     And by Appointment.
Felician College Mission Statement: 
Felician College is an independent co-educational Catholic/Franciscan College founded and sponsored by the Felician Sisters to educate a diverse population of students within the framework of a liberal arts tradition. Its mission is to provide a full complement of learning experiences, reinforced with strong academic and student development programs designed to bring students to their highest potential and prepare them to meet the challenges of the new century with informed minds and understanding hearts. The enduring purpose of Felician College is to promote a love for learning, a desire for God, self  knowledge, service to others, and respect for all creation.     
Division of Arts & Sciences Mission

To implement and manifest the Mission of Felician College in the Programs of the Division, the General Education Program, the Developmental Education Program and the Core by providing the highest quality of instruction at both the undergraduate and graduate level, encouraging students to develop to their fullest potential, to gain skills for life-long learning, and to produce graduates well-equipped to contribute to society. The Division achieves the stated Mission by using processes of continual improvement, based upon assessment of student learning at all levels, as well as the assessment of the administrative processes and mechanisms.
         


   Philosophy Department Mission

Philosophy pursues truth, understanding, and insight through rational reflection upon all facets of human experience and concern, including knowledge, reasoning, reality, faith, and fundamental moral, social, and aesthetic values. The Philosophy Department, in turn, exists to promote and represent these goals to the entire academic community. The Department provides courses and programs intended to encourage our students to adopt such goals for themselves, so that they may be personally enriched as they develop sharpened minds and broadened perspectives. The Department also seeks to promote these goals within the College and the wider academic community, as well as contribute professionally to Philosophy as an academic discipline. In all of its activities, the Department remains committed to upholding and advancing the College’s Franciscan and Liberal Arts Mission.

Course Description: Philosophy of Art offers an introduction to the philosophical questions and issues that arise as we reflect upon the nature of art. For instance, what makes something a work of art? What is the nature of an aesthetic experience? What is the relationship between artists and their artworks, or between artworks and those who appreciate them? Can we make objective claims about art or are our claims dependent on subjective tastes? Where does art stand among other intellectual and creative endeavors? We will examine representative works from classical through contemporary theories of art from such philosophers as: Plato, Aristotle, Hume, Tolstoy, Dewey, and Bell. Using a wide variety of illustrations – from music, film, literature, painting, and other media – students will have the opportunity to explore various artistic realms.

Course Objectives: As a result of meeting the requirements in this course, students will:

(1)
Identify and critically assess major philosophical theories about the nature and characteristics of art and the aesthetic.

(2)
Gain an awareness of the relationship between philosophy and art in order to see how philosophical ideas can enhance our understanding and appreciation of art.  

(3)
Gain a familiarity, through original sources and examples, with the methods of aesthetic inquiry and interpretation.

(4)
Apply the principles and methods of critical reasoning as a means to understanding and evaluating the ways philosophers address the issues and concerns posed by art and artists.

(5)
Develop and support, with rigor and clarity, analyses of the complex issues and themes dealt with throughout the course, to serve as a foundation for a personal philosophy of art.

Required Sources:
 Aesthetics: The Classic Readings David E. Cooper ed.,   Blackwell, 1997
 ISBN# 0-631-19569-6 and readings which will either be distributed in class or will be retrieved from the Internet.  Appropriate URL’s will be furnished. 
Course Content: 

The content of the course is given in Appendix A.
Course Evaluation:
Your grade for this course is based on a midterm and an in-class final exam. Each exam is worth 15% of your final course grade. 
At the end of each class session, you will have an opportunity to reflect in writing a on the reading for that class or a video shown or art works reviewed and the subsequent class discussion. These reflections will be done in class or at home and will be collected and evaluated and will count for 10% of your final grade. 
Along with the material covered in the course, you are expected to articulate and support your own philosophy of art, which ought to reflect your work throughout the course. Your philosophy of art paper of a minimum of four pages length is worth 20% of your grade.
In addition, you are responsible for engaging in a variety of exercises or art logs, three in total, through eCompanion. These art logs correspond to the material covered throughout the course, including reading assignments, class discussions, and/or your assessments of artworks. Each of your art logs is worth 13.3% for a total of 40% of your course grade. All exams, art logs, and in-class activities are to be completed by their designated due dates. There will be no make-up opportunities except in the case of a medical emergency. Specific dates for exams, art logs, and other assignments, as well as detailed instructions for their completion, will be announced in class.

	10%
	Class Responses

	40%
	Artlogs 1, 2, 3  

	30%
	Midterm and Final Exam

	20%
	Philosophy of Art


Grading System   Students will be graded according to the current Felician College grading system which is as follows: 

              Numerical

Quality                                                            

Grade


Equivalent

Points

A


95-100


4.000

A-


90-94


3.670

B+


87-89


3.333

B


83-86


3.000

B-


80-82


2.670

C+


77-79


2.333

C


70-76


2.000

D


65-69


1.000

F


(64
                           0.000 

SCORING RUBRICS FOR WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS:
Each written assignment will be evaluated carefully using the criteria listed below. Study these criteria carefully. Quality not quantity is what counts. Each assignment has specific due dates. (Assignments submitted late will receive a lower grade.)  These research assignments will be worth 0-100 points based on the following rubrics. 

(90-100 pts): Outstanding explanation with superior supporting information from the texts or resources about art works; unusual insights in the assignment; creative and original analyses and thoughts, excellent demonstration of scholarship. Writing has excellent organization, very few grammatical or spelling errors. All assignment directions have been followed.

(80-89 pts): Very good explanation, with very good support from texts or resources about art works; very good reasoning and explanations in the discussion, demonstrates good scholarship. Writing has very good organization, few grammatical or spelling errors. All assignment directions have been followed.

(70-79 pts): Fair explanation, does what the assignment asks, decent reasoning and explanations in the assignment, decent support from texts or resources about the art works. Writing has decent organization, serviceable prose, but too frequent errors in spelling and grammar. Some assignment directions were not followed. 

(65-69 pts): OK explanations and discussions but too general or some inaccuracies or flaws in reasoning or application; coverage is accurate but cursory and does not meet the minimum required for a complete answer. Writing is disorganized, awkward sentence structure; poor grammar and spelling. Some assignment directions were not followed.

(50-64 pts): Attempts an answer but doesn't effectively address the issue; fails to support assertions with data or examples; unclear explanations, inadequate understanding demonstrated; major flaws in reasoning or explanations. Writing is very disorganized; awkward sentence structure makes it difficult to read; poor grammar and spelling. Assignment’s directions were not followed.

(0 pts): Assignment not submitted, or does not address the subject with anything even reasonably germane to the question.
You are required to complete all assignments for the course, regardless of the point value of the assignment. Failure to complete any required assignment will result in a 0% grade recorded for that assignment. When an assignment is required for the course but counts as 5% or less for the course grade, or when the assignment is required as part of an online course component, I shall also impose up to a three-point deduction from the final course grade for each such missing assignment.

Course Policies:
(1)   eCompanion: In partial fulfillment of the requirements for and as supplement to this course you will need to register for Felician College's on-line eCompanion, which is accessible through the Felician web page or directly at <www.felician.edu/online>. To begin the registration process you will need to go to the eCompanion site http://www.felician.edu/online/ and click on Course Enrollment Form. You are to fill out the Enrollment Form and then click on the Submit Form button. Your Form will be automatically sent to the Distance Learning Program (DLP) Associate Director, Deanna Valente, informing her that you are enrolled in this particular section (R) of this course (PH-260). Once the Enrollment Form is properly completed and submitted, a message will appear on the screen informing you that you will receive an email instructing you on how to login to your eCompanion. Your eCompanion will provide you with access to informational and interactive tools to be used throughout the course. Among the items which can be made available to you on this site are: your course syllabus, notes corresponding to the material covered throughout the semester, assignments, and links to web sites of interest (e.g., museums, artists’ collections, and articles). 
At three different times throughout the semester you are to complete an art log and submit it through eCompanion. Each art log will correspond to specific material covered throughout the course. The nature of these exercises may include, but is not limited to, short-answer interpretive questions, a more elaborate essay question, a journal-type reflection on an assigned topic or artwork, or detailed description and assessment of some experience you had with art (e.g., visiting a museum, attending a performance, or perhaps even your own artwork).
(2) Reading:   Students must be prepared to make a serious effort in reading outside of class in order to profit 
from our time spent together in class. In order to succeed in this course it is imperative that you 
complete all the required reading assignments before the class meeting in which they will be discussed. 
This is especially important within our community of learning, where we depend on one another’s 
contributions and involvement. Because your participation is essential to our learning experience and to 
getting the most out of the course, you are expected to attend all class meetings on time, for their entire 
scheduled duration, as well as keep up with the reading assignments.

(3) Participation: To get the most out of a philosophical study of art you must actively engage in asking questions, identifying perplexities, clarifying ideas, developing your own viewpoints and arguments, and evaluating others’ views and arguments. An absent student obviously cannot be involved in such activities, which include classroom discussions and some in-class work.
(4) Attendance:
A. I will take attendance each class meeting. Missing (either excused or unexcused) more than the equivalent of four weeks of classes, as counted for a normal semester course, will result in either receiving a failing grade for the course or being asked to withdraw from the course. In special cases beyond your control and/or where you are missing in all of your enrolled courses and not simply in the course in question, you may be granted an ‘Incomplete’, in accordance with College policies and procedures.

B. Your absence record can be accumulated by both full and partial absences – e.g., if you arrive late for class or leave early, you may be counted fully absent from missing portions of class. If you miss all or part of a class meeting, it is your responsibility to find out what you have missed so that you are prepared. In this situation, it is strongly recommended that you make arrangements to acquire notes from at least one of your classmates.

C. An excused absence, that is, an absence completely beyond your control (e.g., a serious illness or death in the family, an automobile accident or breakdown, personal illness) requires written documentation. At my discretion I shall determine whether or not the reason given for the absence presents an acceptable excused absence.

D. If/When you exceed the equivalent of one week of unexcused absences your course grade will automatically be reduced by 3 points for each week’s worth of unexcused absences. The equivalent of just one week’s unexcused absence for the course imposes no penalty. When the total of your excused absences exceeds the equivalent of two weeks of classes, graded makeup work may be required to avoid a lowered grade. This makeup work shall not serve as an opportunity for you to raise your grade by extra credit. Such extra work is intended only to make up for missed class time, and to allow you to avoid a grade penalty for the missed classes. This work is graded. If the work is judged to be of unacceptable quality (worth a D or lower), you may be asked to redo the work, or simply be penalized up to the 3 points for each such unacceptable assignment, since the class work has not been adequately made up.

F. Lastly, I expect that you’ll make every effort possible to communicate with me via email, phone, or personal visit to my office. Any class you miss means understanding the material becomes that much more difficult. The Philosophy Department Chair shall be the final arbiter regarding disagreements over the imposition of absence penalties, the acceptability of a documented excuse, etc. This policy in no way limits your right to a grade appeal in accordance with existing College policies and procedures.
(5)
All students are expected to abide by the Felician College Honor Code. Any form of academic dishonesty can result in a failing grade for the assignment, the course, and/or dismissal from the College. Plagiarism involves the taking of someone else’s ideas, words, or creative efforts, and implying they are yours by not properly citing or quoting the sources. Your writing assignments will be such that you need not refer to outside sources besides your own texts and the assigned readings. If you do wish to refer to outside sources, you should not quote extensively from these sources. Quotations should be employed when you wish to re-state, clarify, or strengthen a particular position. We are all capable of reading the texts. I am interested in what you have to say about the subject. If you cannot express your ideas in your own words, then neither of us will learn. There is absolutely no need to plagiarize. Academic dishonesty on any writing assignment or art log exercise will result in a failing grade for that assignment, ranging all the way to a zero depending on the severity. Any instance of academic dishonesty will result in your inability to achieve any grade higher than a ‘C’ for the entire course. Along with these penalties, the Felician Honor Council will be informed of the infraction and will take the appropriate measures, including the posting of a letter in your student file. As a community of teaching and learning we simply ask that you trust yourself, your ideas, and your ability to convey to others those ideas.

(6)
Please remember to exercise full respect for all persons involved in this class, regardless of the circumstances or positions taken. Kindly, please, turn off your cell phones or other listening devices before entering this classroom.
(7)
Remaining registered in this course constitutes your acceptance of the terms outlined in this syllabus. Fulfilling all course assignments with integrity, and as scheduled, insures fairness and equality among you and your class peers. Please do not hesitate to contact me to discuss class material or your work; that is what we are here for. Keep in mind that the discipline and effort with which you accomplish your work always reflect upon you personally. Above all, you should want to take pride in your work and personal development - both in and out of the classroom.

(8)    TURNITIN

Unless specifically noted otherwise, all written assignments must be submitted first electronically through TurnItIn.  Hard copy or e-companion submissions will be graded and returned to the student.

The copy submitted to TurnItIn will be evaluated by that system as to the originality content of the paper by comparing the paper with material already submitted to TurnItIn and with material accessible through the internet.  As the papers may contain material from other scholars who have published their material before the student presenting work for this course, this submission to TurnItIn will enable the student to be certain that work from other scholars, used in the paper, is being presented with appropriate citation of the source material.

Accordingly, TurnItIn will accept draft versions of all essay submissions up to 24 hours before the actual due date and time (8:30 AM) and will provide originality reports upon those submissions.  This will enable the student to make revisions in citation where necessary before the formal submission of the paper.  Any errors of citation in draft versions will not be counted against the final grade of the paper.  For grading purposes the paper will not be “locked” until the submission deadline has passed.

Each student is required to enroll himself/herself in TurnItIn for the course.  This is accomplished by going to the following website: www.turnitin.com/static/pdf/tii_student_qs.pdf
This will give you access to a pdf file tutorial on setting up your enrollment. At that point you will be prompted to create your own user profile.  Follow the instructions in the tutorial.

The class ID number is 2841686.  The password is the word: beauty (all lower case). You will need to use both of these to enroll in TurnItIn. 

PH-260/R: PHILOSOPHY OF ART

Fall 2009
Schedule of Readings and Topics 

Introduction to the Philosophy of Art 

`






Defining Art 



The Work of Andy Goldsworthy
 
Is Art Beneficial or Harmful?

Mo Tzu and Hun Tzu

Three Major Theories About Art


Art as Representation

Plato






Aristotle


Art as Expression

Tolstoy






Collingwood


Art as Form


Plotinus







Bell

Art and Beauty


Art as Object of Taste: 

Hume 


Is Art Cognitive? 





Art and Imagination

Kant


Art and Insight


Schopenhauer
            Art and Human Fulfillment

Schiller
            Art as Lived Experience

Dewey


Summary: 



The Value of Art 

Please Note:
Last day to withdraw from the course with a ‘WD’ designation is Friday, Nov. 20. There is no class on Wednesday through Saturday, November 25-28 (Thanksgiving Holiday). College-wide policies are available in the Felician College Undergraduate Catalogue 2009-2010. Course policies and schedules are subject to revision in the event of unforeseen circumstances.
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