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Division of Teacher Education

Lesson Plan Glossary of Terms

	EDUCATION TERM
	DEFINITION

	
	

	Accommodations
	Changes in the way tests are designed or administered to respond to the special needs of students with disabilities and English language learners.

	Accountability
	The idea that students and teachers or an organization, e.g. school, school district, state department of education, should be held responsible or improving student achievement and should be rewarded or sanctioned their success or lack of success in doing so.

	Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
	An individual state’s measure of yearly progress toward achieving state academic standards. It is the minimum level of improvement that states, school districts and schools must achieve ear year, according to federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) legislation.
Progress is determined by a collection of performance measures that a state, its school districts, and subpopulations of students within its schools are supposed to meet if the state received Title I federal funding.

	Alignment
	The degree to which assessments, curriculum, instruction, textbooks and other instructional materials, teacher preparation and professional development, and systems of accountability all reflect and reinforce the educational program’s objectives and standards.

	Assessment
	Teacher-made tests, standardized tests, or tests from textbook companies that are used to evaluate student performance.

	Assessments
	

	   Formative Assessment








  
   



Summative Assessment
	Part of the ongoing lesson delivery. When incorporated into classroom practice, it provides the information needed to adjust teaching and learning while they are happening. Formative assessment informs both teachers and students about student understanding at a point when timely adjustments can be made. These adjustments help to ensure students achieve targeted standards-based learning goals within a set time frame. Although formative assessment strategies appear in a variety of formats, there are some distinct ways to distinguish them from summative assessments. (National Middle Schools, 2007)
Any form of assessment used by an educator to evaluate students’ knowledge and understanding of particular content and then to adjust instructional practices accordingly toward improving student achievement in that area.

Given periodically to determine a particular point in time what students know and do not know. e.g. State assessments, district benchmark or interim assessments, end-0f-unit or chapter tests, end-0f-term or semester exams, scores that are used for accountability for schools (AYP) and students (report card grades).

	Alternative Assessments
	Ways other than standardized tests to obtain information about what students know and where they need help, e.g. oral reports, projects, performances, experiments, class participation.

	At-risk Student
	Students may e labeled at-risk if they are not succeeding in school based upon information gathered from teacher observation, test scores, attendance or discipline problems.

	Benchmarks
	A detailed description of a specific level of student achievement expected of students at particular ages, grades, or developmental levels.
Academic goals set for each grade level.

	“Big Idea”
	In a lesson plan - an idea that helps us make sense of lots of otherwise discrete, confusing or seemingly isolated facts. It’s like the picture that connects the dots. (See Essential Questions)

	Bloom’s Taxonomy 
	Bloom's Taxonomy is a multi-tiered model of classifying thinking according to six cognitive levels of complexity. Remembering, Understanding, Applying, Analyzing, Evaluating and Creating.

	Closure
	The actions or statements by a teacher that are designed to check for understanding.
Used to help students bring lesson learning together in their own minds; to make sense out of what has just been taught (the objective).
How will you have students summarize what they have learned?
How will you reinforce the key ideas and concepts?

	Common Core Standards 
	The State Board of Education on June 16, 2010 adopted a resolution calling for New Jersey’s curriculum standards to be aligned with national Common Core Standards in math and language arts literacy to provide a clear and consistent framework to prepare our children for college and the workforce.
The Common Core Standards is a state-led initiative that aims to establish basic, uniform education requirements across the country. It is sponsored by the National Governors Association and the Council of Chief State School Officers with the participation of many states, including New Jersey. 
The standards will be phased in over time, with curriculum development scheduled to begin in 2010-2011. The State Board’s resolution “directs that school district curricula for all students be aligned with these revised K-12 standards in mathematics and English language arts and literacy in history/social studies, science, and technical subjects,” according to the phased-in timeline.


	Cooperative learning
	A teaching method in which students of differing abilities work together on an assignment. Each student has a specific responsibility within the group; students complete assignments together and receive a common grade.

	Curriculum 
	The courses of study offered by a school or district.
New Jersey has developed a set of standards that are intended to guide curriculum and instruction. The final decisions about school curriculum are the responsibility of the local school board. 

	Differentiated Instruction
	Recognition of students’ varying background knowledge, readiness, language, preferences in learning and interests. 
A process to approach teaching and learning for students of differing abilities in the same class
The intent of differentiating instruction is to maximize each student’s growth and individual success by meeting each student where he/she is, and assisting in the learning process.
Including Accommodations:
Teacher identifies the activities and how they address each of the types of differentiation. 

	Differentiating Types
	· Tiered Activities: On, Below, Above
· Multiple intelligences and Learning Styles Addressed
· Grouping structures: i.e. whole class, pairs, different cooperative learning groups
· Special needs Addressed (st. w/accommodations, ELL)

	Differentiating Content
	To vary or differentiate content in response to students readiness, skill levels, interests and learning styles. Strategies for differentiating content e.g. providing materials at various reading levels, pre-teaching and re-teaching, providing interest centers with tasks at varying levels, presenting in visual, auditory and kinesthetic modes.

	Differentiating Process/Activities
	Means varying learning activities or strategies to provide appropriate methods for students to explore the concepts. It is important to give students alternative paths to manipulate the ideas embedded within the concept, e.g. students may use graphic organizers, maps, diagrams, charts to display their comprehension of concepts covered. Varying the complexity of the graphic organizer can very effectively facilitate differing levels of cognitive processing for students of differing ability.

	Differentiating the Product
	Means varying the complexity of the product that students create to demonstrate mastery of the concepts. Students working below grade level may have reduced performance expectations; students above grade level may be asked to produce work that requires more complex or more advanced thinking. 

	Essential Question
	In order to design an effective learning experience for all students, teacher should address the following questions:
What do I want students to know and be able to do at the end of this lesson? What part of the core content/program of studies will students be addressing through this lesson? What connection to real life will this learning have? What will I do to cause this learning to occur? What will the student do to facilitate own learning? How will I assess to find out if this learning occurred? What will I do for those who show through assessment that the learning did not take place?
The Essential Questions written so that:
1. Every person in the class can understand them?
2. There is no “right” answer?
3. They require synthesis, analysis, and evaluation judgment?
4. They emphasize concepts, while requiring students to use knowledge in developing answers?
5. They cause the students’ learning to uncover and recover important ideas?
6. They are sequential?
(See “Big Idea”)

	Evaluation Method
	How will assessments be graded? e.g. rubric, scoring guide, criteria checklist

	Inclusion 
	The practice of placing students with disabilities in regular classrooms. Also known as mainstreaming.

	Interdisciplinary curriculum
	A curriculum that consciously applies the methodology and language from more than one discipline to examine a central theme, issue, problem, topic or experience,.

	Learning Styles
	

	Mainstreaming
	The practice of placing students with disabilities in regular classrooms; also known as inclusion.

	Motivation
	Sometimes called a “hook” to grab students’ attention.
Actions and statements by the teacher to relate the experiences of the students to the objective of the lesson.
To put students into a receptive frame of mind to focus students on the lesson; to connect learning to “real life” situations. 

	Multiple Intelligences
	Howard Gardner initially formulated a list of seven intelligences. 
Linguistic intelligence involves sensitivity to spoken and written language, the ability to learn languages, and the capacity to use language to accomplish certain goals. 
Logical-mathematical intelligence consists of the capacity to analyze problems logically, carry out mathematical operations, and investigate issues scientifically. 
Musical intelligence involves skill in the performance, composition, and appreciation of musical patterns. 
Bodily-kinesthetic intelligence entails the potential of using one's whole body or parts of the body to solve problems. It is the ability to use mental abilities to coordinate bodily movements. 
Spatial intelligence involves the potential to recognize and use the patterns of wide space and more confined areas.
Interpersonal intelligence is concerned with the capacity to understand the intentions, motivations and desires of other people. It allows people to work effectively with others. 
Intrapersonal intelligence entails the capacity to understand oneself, to appreciate one's feelings, fears and motivations. 

	NCLB (No Child Left Behind)
	Signed into law by President Bush in 2002, NCLB sets performance guidelines for all schools and also stipulates what must be included in accountability reports to parents. It mandates annual student testing, includes guidelines for underperforming schools, and requires states to train all teachers and assistants to be “highly qualified”

	New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards
	In a lesson plan, what content standards will the lesson design address?
Standards that describe what students should know and be able to do in core academic subjects at each grade level. 
The New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards include Preschool Teaching and Learning Standards as well as K-12 standards for: Visual and Performing Arts; Comprehensive Health and Physical Education; Science; Social Studies; World Languages; Technology; and 21st-Century Life and Careers. 
*Standards for Mathematics and Language Arts Literacy are part of the Common Core State Standards initiative 

	Objective
	A statement which specifies three decisions:
What content to teach (learning)
What the students will do to learn and to demonstrate that learning has occurred (behavior)
Under what circumstances the learning will take place (condition)
Example: Students Will Be Able to ( SWAT):
Learning: compare and contrast (know and be able to…)
Behavior: how they will demonstrate what they know and are able to do
Condition: after reading…Under what circumstances the learning will take place.
Think with the end in mind; have a way(task) to measure learning throughout and at the end of the lesson
Each objective must include: action, condition, and criteria for success

	Portfolio
	A collection of various samples of a student’s work throughout the school year that can include writing samples, examples of subject problems, results of a unit research, etc.

	Prior Knowledge
	Determination of what students know about a topic before it is taught.
To create an organizing framework for the id3eas, information that follows.
To extend the understanding and the application of abstract ideas through the use of example or analogy
To activate and assess prior knowledge.

	Resources and Materials
	What resources will I need?
What teacher edition, children’s books and/or internet sites are aligned to the topic?

	Rubric
	Refers to a grading or scoring system.
A rubric is a scoring tool that lists the criteria to be met in a piece of work.
A rubric also describes levels of quality for each of the criteria. These levels of performance may be written as different ratings, e.g. excellent, good, needs improvement, or as numerical scores, e.g. 4,3,2,1

	Task
	Create an assessment that directly links to your content and objectives.
How will you know that students have learned what you wanted them to learn, and that objectives were met?
What test or task will serve as evidence of student learning?

	Teacher Modeling
	Teacher demonstrates examples of what is expected as an end product of the student work.
The critical aspects of the product are explained through labeling, categorizing, comparing, etc.

	Technology
	Technology used in the teaching, comprehension, application, analysis, and/or the synthesis of the content of the lesson.
Technology can support a number of research-based strategies (Marzano et al., 2001)
Students and teachers use technology as a tool to improve teaching and learning by adapting the curriculum through software, the internet and assistive technology.

	21st Century Themes and Skills

	
	

	Global Awareness
	“Knowledge of global and cultural perspectives. The understanding of concepts that impact the world encompasses, but is not limited to environmental, social, cultural, political and economic relations”.

	Financial Literacy
	The ability to understand finance. More specifically, it refers to an individual's ability to make informed judgments and effective decisions about the use and management of their money. 


	Civic Literacy
	The knowledge of how to actively participate and initiate change in your community and the greater society. It is the foundation by which a democratic society functions: Citizen Power as a check and as a means to create avenues for peaceful change. 

	Health literacy
	An individual's ability to read, understand and use healthcare information to make decisions and follow instructions for treatment.

	Creativity
	The act of turning new and imaginative ideas into reality.  

	Innovation
	The production or implementation of an idea.

	Critical Thinking
	The intellectually disciplined process of actively and skillfully conceptualizing.

	Problem Solving
	The process of working through details of a problem to reach a solution

	Information and Communication Technology Skills (ICT)
	A measure of success today is how well one can evaluate, manage and communicate all forms of information within a technological environment. 


	Information Literacy
	The ability to recognize, locate, evaluate, and use effectively the needed information using cognitive and technology skills.

	Media Literacy
	The ability to sift through and analyze messages that inform.  It's the ability to bring critical thinking skills to all media (An example, music videos, the World Wide Web environments)

	Life Skills
	Adaptive and positive behaviour that enable individuals to deal effectively with the demands and challenges of everyday life

	Career Skills
	Occupational abilities, knowledge and experience enabling students to become marketable.


	Communication and Collaboration
	Sharing of knowledge of a wide variety of subjects.
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